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Thank you for all you are doing to help stop the spread of coronavirus. Infection rates
across County Durham are now falling, however, rates are still high compared to the 
summer and early autumn and our hospitals remain under a great deal of pressure, 
in terms of both Covid-19 inpatients and ICU beds. The positive impact from 
reducing rates can take up to two weeks to be reflected in hospital admissions. It is 
therefore essential that we continue to stay at home wherever possible and adhere 
to social distancing when we do go out.  

Vaccinations

This week, we opened a vaccination centre at County Hall to vaccinate frontline 
social care staff, including our employees and those in the NHS and independent 
sector. 

The centre will operate seven days a week, from 8am to 8pm, to ensure those 
working with elderly people and children and adults with complex needs are offered 
vaccines as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

It is anticipated that up to 10,000 social care workers will be vaccinated at the centre 
over the next five weeks. NHS colleagues have praised the speed of our response 
and the helpfulness of our staff who are supporting them with the delivery of the 
vaccine. 

I can also confirm that Shotley Bridge Hospital can be used as a vaccination site. 
This will be operated by GPs in the area who will work together to vaccinate people 
in priority groups. This will make it much easier for people living in and around 
Consett who have, so far, been travelling to Stanley. 

Our Clean and Green teams continue to provide extra support to ensure paths and 
car parks are gritted near vaccination and testing centres and ensuring access roads
are clear during this cold weather. 

By the end of this week, the majority of over 80s in County Durham will have been 
vaccinated, which is a fantastic achievement. The vaccination of priority groups 3 
and 4 (people aged over 75 and those aged over 70 who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable) is now currently being planned. 

Further information on the priority vaccine groups can be found at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-
vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020



Infection rates and outbreak control 

As I mentioned above, our seven-day rate of new coronavirus cases has now fallen 
by more than 33 per cent in a week to 311.6 per 100,000. As always, the most up to 
date figures can be found on our Covid-19 dashboard. 

However, we have seen an increase in positive cases in the Annfield Plain and 
South Moor areas in the last week. As a result, we have been raising awareness of 
the situation and encouraging local residents, businesses and community groups to 
remain vigilant. We are also working alongside our Covid community champions, 
who are continuing to help promote public health messages in these areas. 

We are progressing our plans for targeted community testing in County Durham. We 
are currently working on proposals to implement lateral flow tests across a range of 
settings, focusing on testing for frontline staff who can’t work from home, blue light 
support and targeted community testing. This will complement our local Covid PCR 
testing sites which can be booked for those who are showing coronavirus symptoms.

Our Local Tracing Partnership has been managing a high level of enquiries since it 
went live on 4 January. To date, it has received 407 cases and completed 94 per 
cent of those. 

Adult social care 

We remain in close contact with providers across the county to continue to support 
them through the pandemic as care homes and other frontline care services continue
to play a vital role in supporting older and vulnerable residents.  

We continue to support our NHS colleagues with the roll-out of the vaccination 
programme to care home residents and staff. This is progressing well, with older 
persons care homes a priority in line with national guidance. 

Our Supporting the Provider team has been facilitating interviews for people to gain 
employment with local care providers. Since launching its recruitment campaign last 
April, our Care Academy has supported 46 people into employment and is currently 
training another 93 people to work in adult social care.

Children’s services 

Across the county, schools are continuing to receive support around remote learning,
on-site learning, the use of laptops and free school meals. Headteachers are 
updated on a daily basis at present because of the rapidly changing guidance. 

We are also providing additional support for families of children and young people 
with SEND through our Local Offer, specifically a newly developed section that 
provides a range of online support during lockdown for parents, their children and 
professionals who support them.

This week, the Social Care Leadership Academy in Durham launched virtually, 
celebrating the role that frontline managers and leaders play in children’s social 
work. The academy has been designed as part of a package of measures to ensure 



that our leaders are supported to make clear and obvious differences to social work 
practice and have a positive impact on outcomes for children. 

Supporting our local businesses 

We are continuing to support local businesses through the various government grant
schemes that are in place. This week, we have processed six weeks of payments to 
more than 4,000 eligible businesses across the county to support them through the 
latest lockdown. 

Following the launch of the Durham Business Recovery Grant last week, £2 million 
of financial assistance has already been delivered to companies across the county to
help them implement recovery plans. More detailed information on the latest support 
can be found at www.businessdurham.co.uk/covid-19-recovery/covid-recovery-for-
businesses/new-covid-19-restrictions-for-our-region/

As part of Visit County Durham’s (VCD) ongoing programme of business support, a 
webinar will take place for visitor economy businesses. VCD has commissioned 
consumer insights agency Foresight Factor, who work on behalf of VisitBritain and 
VisitEngland, to focus on key emerging consumer trends for the year. This will help 
inform and guide businesses in their recovery planning. 

More information can be found at www.visitcountydurham.org/Covid-19-Training-
and-Webinars 

Supporting residents – County Durham Together Community Hub 

 We are now in the third week of the national lockdown and I understand how these 
restrictions can pose a challenge to our mental and physical health but help and 
support is available to anyone who is struggling. 

Anyone feeling lonely and in need of a friendly conversation, can contact our virtual 
community hub, County Durham Together. The hub can be contacted between 9am 
and 5pm Monday to Thursday, and 9am to 4.30pm on Friday. Residents should call 
03000 260 260 or email communityhub@durham.gov.uk

The hub can also help anyone who is self-isolating and struggling to access support 
from friends, relatives or neighbours, putting residents in touch with organisations 
that can help with food supplies or welfare assistance. 

More information on specialist mental health support can also be found on our 
website www.durham.gov.uk/covid19mentalhealth 

Other news

I am pleased to confirm that work to create a modern and vibrant new bus station for 
Durham City will begin next month after a multi-million pound funding package was 
approved this week. 

Following our successful bid to the North East Join Transport Committee, we have 
been allocated £3.6 million towards the scheme, which is vitally important in 



supporting the recovery of our local economy and transport sector following the 
impact of the pandemic. 

The 18-month project will get underway mid-February, with the new bus station 
expected to open in late summer 2022. 

I will continue to keep everyone up to date throughout these changing and 
challenging times. Information is available on the council’s website at 
www.durham.gov.uk and our social media channels 
www.facebook.com/DurhamCouncil and www.twitter.com/DurhamCouncil. 

Simon Henig
Leader 
Durham County Council 

For the latest government advice on the coronavirus pandemic, visit (www.gov.uk/coronavirus). 
Updates on changes that may affect our area can be found at www.durham.gov.uk/coronavirus.
Public Health England communication materials (posters and social media images) are available for 
all partners and can be accessed at https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/.


