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I am pleased to report that coronavirus cases have continued to fall across County 

Durham this week. Our current seven-day infection rate is now 253.7 per 100,000. 

While we welcome this reduction, our figures remain high and hospitals are still 

under sustained pressure, so we must continue to stay at home wherever possible.  

This week saw the sad news of the passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore. In order to 

pay tribute to Captain Sir Tom, who was an inspiration at a time when we needed it 

most, we have been flying the flag at County Hall at half-mast. 

Vaccinations 

The vaccination site at County Hall is currently offering around 500 appointments per 
day. As well as additional GP practices offering the vaccine, Shotley Bridge 
Community Hospital has now opened as a vaccination centre, providing increased 
access to vaccinations across the county. More than two thirds of people who are 
housebound have now been vaccinated and we aim to have vaccinated all priority 
three and four groups by mid-February. We are now planning the administration of 
the second doses of vaccines, continuing to use both Pfizer and AstraZeneca 
supplies.  
 
I am pleased to say we have received positive feedback from care homes regarding 
the vaccination programme. In conjunction with the CCG’s director of nursing, a 
virtual information session was held in care homes to address the concerns of a 
small number of social care staff who have been hesitant to receive a vaccine.  
 

Infection rates and outbreak control  

As always, the most up to date coronavirus figures can be found on our Covid-19 

dashboard.  

Work continues on our local testing plans across a range of settings. You may have 

seen mass lateral flow (LFD) testing in the news this week, as the government 

increased its offer to communities, but asked local authorities to deliver this. As 

County Durham covers such wide range of urban and rural areas, our initial focus 

continues to be provision of testing for frontline staff who can’t work from home, blue 

light support and targeted community and business testing.  

We have also seen an increase in reports of cases in wider workplaces across the 

county. Can I therefore ask that you help spread the message about staying safe at 

work and the need to work from home wherever possible 

 



 
 

Support for businesses  

A new support programme has been launched to support companies in the 
construction, health and electech sectors across County Durham. The Durham 
Future Innovation Building (DFIB) programme is open to SMEs looking to invest in 
research and development to help bring their innovative products, processes and 
services for the future to market. More details can be found at 
www.businessdurham.co.uk/dfib  

Meanwhile, Visit County Durham is hosting a Dark Sky Tourism Webinar next week, 
to support visitor economy businesses in diversifying and capitalising on the growing 
dark sky tourism market. The webinar will include a virtual tour of Durham’s dark 
skies and explanation of how a business can achieve ‘Dark Sky Friendly Durham’ 
accreditation.  

Other news 

Next week, wide-ranging plans to invest more than £112 million in frontline services 

and major development plans will be considered by Cabinet. Despite the challenging 

financial climate, our Medium Term Financial Plan highlights how prudent financial 

management and robust planning have made investment possible as we support the 

county’s recovery from the pandemic.  

The plans include a further £5 million investment in our Towns and Villages plan, to 

supplement the £20 million already available. The additional money is proposed to 

support all 14 AAP areas, helping communities to address local issues and priorities 

following the pandemic and helping boost recovery. 

Plans to build around 155 new homes in seven locations across County Durham on 

council-owned land will also go before Cabinet. The proposals are the first part of a 

£70 million five-year plan to build 500 new homes for rent, bringing new jobs and 

training opportunities to help mitigate the impact of coronavirus on the economy.  

Our commitment to tackling climate change will also be strengthened as we set out a 

statement of ambitions outlining how we will continue to work towards positive 

environmental change. It follows national recognition for our efforts to tackle 

environmental issues such as carbon reduction, flytipping, environmental cleanliness 

and waste management.  

 

I will continue to keep everyone up to date throughout these changing and 
challenging times. Information is available on the council’s website at 
www.durham.gov.uk and our social media channels 
www.facebook.com/DurhamCouncil and www.twitter.com/DurhamCouncil.  
 
Simon Henig 
Leader  
Durham County Council  
 
For the latest government advice on the coronavirus pandemic, visit (www.gov.uk/coronavirus). 
Updates on changes that may af fect our area can be found at www.durham.gov.uk/coronavirus. 



 
 

Public Health England communication materials (posters and social media images) are available for 
all partners and can be accessed at https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/. 

 


